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Abstract 

Biochemical recurrence (BCR) is a critical concern in prostate cancer management; however, its 
underlying genetic determinants remain poorly understood. The aldehyde dehydrogenase 1 (ALDH1) gene 
family is involved in cellular detoxification and biosynthetic processes and has been implicated in various 
cancers. This study investigated the association between the ALDH1 family members and prostate cancer 
recurrence. We conducted a two-stage genetic association study involving 134 single-nucleotide 
polymorphisms within the ALDH1 family to assess their association with BCR-free survival in prostate 
cancer. Gene set and pathway enrichment analyses were performed to explore the biological relevance 
of significant genes across multiple datasets. ALDH1A2 rs16939929 showed a robust association with 
BCR-free survival in both discovery and replication cohorts. Functional analyses indicated that 
rs16939929 affected ALDH1A2 expression in various tissues. Pooled analysis of 42 prostate cancer gene 
expression datasets revealed that ALDH1A2 expression was significantly lower in prostate cancer tissues 
and higher expression was associated with better patient prognosis. Enrichment analyses revealed that 
ALDH1A2 was co-expressed with genes primarily involved in cell adhesion pathways. Further analysis 
confirmed that several of these co-expressed cell adhesion molecules were associated with improved 
patient survival. In addition, ALDH1A2 expression was associated with increased immune cell infiltration 
into the prostate cancer microenvironment. In conclusion, ALDH1A2 rs16939929 is a significant predictor 
of BCR-free survival in prostate cancer, potentially through its effects on the gene expressions of 
ALDH1A2 and cell adhesion molecules. These findings suggest that ALDH1A2 plays a tumor-suppressive 
role in prostate cancer progression. 
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Introduction 
Prostate cancer is among the most prevalent 

malignancies in men, ranking as the second most 
commonly diagnosed cancer worldwide and one of 
the leading causes of cancer-related mortality [1]. 
Clinical presentations of prostate cancer vary widely, 
ranging from low-risk localized disease, which can be 
managed with active surveillance, to high-risk 
metastatic disease, which leads to significant 

mortality. Standard treatments such as radical 
prostatectomy (RP) are often employed for clinically 
localized prostate cancer; however, approximately 
one-third of patients experience biochemical 
recurrence (BCR), which is characterized by rising 
levels of prostate-specific antigen (PSA) following RP 
[2]. Despite the widespread use of risk stratification 
systems based on PSA level, Gleason score, and tumor 
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stage, a substantial proportion of patients, particularly 
those with intermediate-risk profiles, experience 
unpredictable outcomes, underscoring the need for 
more precise prognostic tools [3]. Genetic factors and 
tumor heterogeneity further complicate the prognosis 
and treatment of prostate cancer, as highlighted by 
genome-wide association studies that have identified 
numerous susceptibility loci linked to the disease [4, 
5]. Therefore, the challenges with predicting 
long-term outcomes persist, necessitating the 
identification of novel biomarkers and approaches to 
guide personalized treatment strategies. 

The aldehyde dehydrogenase 1 (ALDH1) family 
belongs to the broader ALDH superfamily, a group of 
enzymes that facilitate the oxidation of aldehydes to 
carboxylic acids using nicotinamide adenine 
dinucleotide phosphate+ as a coenzyme [6]. This 
enzymatic activity is crucial for detoxifying aldehydes 
generated by various metabolic processes, thereby 
protecting cells from damage. ALDH1 plays key roles 
in the biosynthesis of retinoic acid (RA), a vital 
regulator of gene expression during development and 
cellular differentiation [7]. The ALDH1 family 
performs a complex role in cancer biology, with 
functions ranging from promoting tumor growth to 
tumor suppression. Specific ALDH1 isoforms, such as 
ALDH1A1 and ALDH1A3, are highly expressed in 
certain cancer cell subpopulations that exhibit stem 
cell-like characteristics and are resistant to 
chemotherapy and radiotherapy. ALDH1-positive 
cancer stem-like cells are thought to drive tumor 
initiation, progression, and recurrence [8]. ALDH1A1 
has been shown to influence the immune 
microenvironment in breast cancer by promoting the 
expansion of myeloid-derived suppressor cells that 
facilitate tumor progression [9]. Targeting ALDH1A3 
with a selective inhibitor and short hairpin RNA has 
the potential to reduce cancer cell stemness, 
migration, and invasiveness, making it a promising 
approach in cancer therapy [10]. Conversely, the 
ALDH1 isoform ALDH1A2 has been suggested to act 
as a tumor suppressor in ovarian cancer, where its 
expression is significantly reduced, correlating with 
poor patient prognosis [11]. Recent studies have also 
investigated the association between genetic variants 
of ALDH1 family members and cancer susceptibility. 
For instance, ALDH1A1 rs1330286 and ALDH1A3 
rs4646653 have been linked to the risk of prostate 
cancer [12], while ALDH1L1 rs2276724 has been 
associated with prognostic outcomes in patients with 
hepatocellular carcinoma [13]. Additionally, several 
single-nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) in 
ALDH1A1 have been linked to an increased risk of 
breast cancer mortality [14]. However, the clinical 
relevance of these genetic variants in prostate cancer 

progression remains unclear. 
Given the pivotal roles of ALDH1 family in 

cellular detoxification and biosynthetic regulation, we 
hypothesized that variants of these genes could 
influence prostate cancer outcomes. To test this 
hypothesis, a two-stage genetic association study was 
conducted that systematically evaluated 134 SNPs in 
these genes among 457 patients with prostate cancer 
who experienced BCR and then validated our 
findings in an independent cohort of 187 patients. 
Subsequent functional analyses, including gene 
ontology and pathway enrichment analyses, provided 
insights into the biological mechanisms by which 
ALDH1A2 influences prostate cancer progression. 

Patients and Methods 
Study population and data collection 

This study recruited 644 patients with 
histopathologically confirmed prostate cancer who 
had undergone RP at three medical centers in Taiwan: 
Kaohsiung Medical University Hospital, Kaohsiung 
Veterans General Hospital, and National Taiwan 
University Hospital, as previously reported [15, 16]. 
All participants were of Han Taiwanese ethnicity, 
unrelated, and had not received adjuvant hormone 
therapy or radiotherapy after RP. Data on 
demographic and clinical variables such as age at 
diagnosis, PSA levels, pathologic Gleason score, 
cancer stage, surgical margin status, lymph node 
metastasis, and BCR status were obtained from 
medical records. BCR was defined as two successive 
PSA readings of 0.2 ng/mL or higher following RP 
[17, 18]. The BCR-free survival time was calculated 
from the date of RP to either the occurrence of BCR or 
last follow-up. The study protocol was reviewed and 
approved by the Institutional Review Board of 
Kaohsiung Medical University Hospital 
(KMUHIRB-2013132). Written informed consent was 
obtained from all participants in accordance with the 
institutional requirements. 

To assess the influence of genetic variants within 
ALDH1 family genes on patient prognosis, a 
two-stage approach was employed. The initial 
discovery cohort included 457 participants recruited 
from National Taiwan University Hospital and E-Da 
Hospital. For validation, a replication cohort of 187 
individuals was assembled from Kaohsiung Medical 
University Hospital. The baseline clinical and 
pathological characteristics of the discovery and 
replication sets are summarized in Table S1, which 
shows no significant differences in variables such as 
age at diagnosis, PSA levels, pathologic Gleason 
score, and lymph node metastasis between the two 
groups. Variables such as PSA level at diagnosis, 
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pathological Gleason score, and stage were 
significantly associated with BCR-free survival in 
both groups. The median follow-up periods were 38 
and 74 months for the discovery and replication sets 
during which 137 (30.0%) and 92 (49.2%) patients, 
respectively, experienced BCR. 

SNP selection and genotyping 
Haplotype tagging SNPs were selected across six 

genes of the ALDH1 family, ALDH1A1, ALDH1A2, 
ALDH1A3, ALDH1B1, ALDH1L1, and ALDH1L2, 
using Haploview v4.2 software, with criteria 
including a minor allele frequency (MAF) greater than 
0.05 and a pairwise linkage disequilibrium correlation 
coefficient (r²) exceeding 0.8, based on data from the 
1000 Genomes Project, specifically for Han Chinese 
individuals in Beijing and Southern Han Chinese 
populations [19, 20]. Genomic DNA was extracted 
from peripheral blood lymphocytes using the 
QIAamp DNA Blood Maxi Kit (Qiagen, Valencia, CA, 
USA), according to the manufacturer’s protocol. 
Genotyping was carried out at the National Center for 
Genome Medicine in Taiwan using the Affymetrix 
Axiom Genotyping Array system (Thermo Fisher 
Scientific, Waltham, MA, USA), following established 
procedures [21]. SNPs that did not meet the quality 
control thresholds, a genotyping call rate of at least 
95%, a MAF of 0.05 or higher, and compliance with 
Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium (P>0.001), were 
excluded from further analysis. As a result, 134 SNPs 
were ultimately retained for subsequent investigation. 

Bioinformatic analyses 
We performed expression and splicing 

quantitative trait loci analyses using the FIVEx 
database to investigate the genetic influences on 
ALDH1A2 expression [22]. Functional predictions for 
rs16939929 were conducted using HaploReg v4.2. 
[23]. To assess the relationship between ALDH1A2 
expression and clinical outcomes in prostate cancer, 
we analyzed 42 publicly available datasets from 
PCaDB [24], the Gene Expression Database of Normal 
and Tumor Tissues 2 [25], and The Cancer Genome 
Atlas (TCGA). The low- and high-expression groups 
were stratified based on median expression values. 
We further explored the molecular mechanisms 
linked to ALDH1A2 by examining gene correlations in 
TCGA Prostate Adenocarcinoma (PRAD) samples 
using Pearson’s correlation through LinkedOmics 
[26], followed by gene ontology terms and Kyoto 
Encyclopedia of Genes and Genomes (KEGG) 
pathway enrichment analyses using gene set 
enrichment analysis (GSEA) with a false discovery 

rate (FDR) threshold of <0.05, and 1,000 permutations. 
The prognostic significance of ALDH1A2, along with 
cell adhesion molecule genes such as junctional 
adhesion molecule 3 (JAM3), neural cell adhesion 
molecule 1 (NCAM1), and neuronal growth regulator 
1 (NEGR1), were evaluated using the TCGA-PRAD 
dataset, and the infiltration levels of tumor-infiltrating 
immune cells were analyzed in relation to ALDH1A2 
gene alterations and expression using the tumor 
immune estimation resource (TIMER) [27]. 

Statistical analyses 
Survival differences across genotypes or gene 

expression groups were evaluated using 
Kaplan-Meier analysis and log-rank tests, whereas 
univariate and multivariate Cox regression analyses 
were used to determine the associations between 
clinicopathological features and patient prognosis by 
calculating hazard ratios (HRs) with 95% confidence 
intervals (CIs). The correlation between ALDH1A2 
expression and tumor characteristics was assessed 
using Pearson’s and Spearman’s correlations. 
Statistical analyses were performed using the SPSS 
software v19.0.0 (IBM, Armonk, NY, USA), with a 
two-sided P-value of less than 0.05 considered 
statistically significant. Additionally, ALDH1A2 
expression in prostate cancer and adjacent normal 
tissues were compared using standardized mean 
differences (SMD) with 95% CIs, and the association 
between ALDH1A2 mRNA expression and survival 
outcomes was analyzed by pooling HRs and CIs via a 
random-effects model using Review Manager v5.4.1 
(Cochrane, London, UK). 

Results 
Cox regression analysis was used to examine the 

relationship between ALDH1 family genetic variants 
and risk of BCR (Table S2). In the discovery set, out of 
the 134 SNPs analyzed, five SNPs within ALDH1A2 
and one SNP within ALDH1L2 were significantly 
associated with BCR-free survival (P<0.05). Notably, 
an association with ALDH1A2 rs16939929 was 
consistently observed in the replication cohort 
(P=0.031; Table 1 and Figure 1B). When combined, the 
ALDH1A2 rs16939929 A>G variant showed a 
significant adverse effect on BCR-free survival. This 
association remained robust in multivariate Cox 
analyses, which accounted for clinical risk factors 
such as age, PSA levels at diagnosis, pathological 
stage, Gleason score, surgical margin status, and 
lymph node metastasis (adjusted HR=1.49, 95% 
CI=1.12‒1.98, P=0.007; Table 1 and Figure 1C). 
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Figure 1. Kaplan-Meier survival curves illustrating biochemical recurrence (BCR)-free survival according to ALDH1A2 rs16939929 genotype in the (A) discovery, (B) replication, 
and (C) combined cohorts. Log-rank P-values for each analysis are indicated. RP: radical prostatectomy. 

 

Table 1. Association of ALDH1A2 rs16939929 with biochemical recurrence after radical prostatectomy 

Genotype Discovery Replication Combined 
 Patients BCR HR (95% CI) P Patients BCR HR (95% CI) P HR (95% CI) P HR (95% CI)a Pa 
AA 354 100 1.00  142 63 1.00  1.00  1.00  
AG 96 34 1.33 (0.90-1.96) 0.156 41 27 1.83 (1.16-2.87) 0.009 1.50 (1.12-2.01) 0.007 1.47 (1.05-2.05) 0.026 
GG 5 3 2.96 (0.94-9.34) 0.065 4 2 1.13 (0.28-4.64) 0.864 1.82 (0.75-4.43) 0.189 2.34 (0.95-5.81) 0.066 
Trend   1.42 (1.00-2.00) 0.048   1.50 (1.04-2.16) 0.031 1.45 (1.13-1.87) 0.004 1.49 (1.12-1.98) 0.007 

Abbreviations: BCR: biochemical recurrence; HR: hazard ratio; CI: confidence interval; PSA: prostate-specific antigen. 
a Adjustment for age, PSA at diagnosis, pathologic stage, Gleason score, surgical margin, and lymph node metastasis. 

 
To further explore the functional relevance of 

rs16939929, we used the HaploReg database, which 
suggested that this SNP may play a regulatory role 
because of its location within enhancer histone marks 
across multiple tissues and its effect on transcription 
factor-binding motifs (Table S3). The FIVEx database 
supported these findings, showing that the risk G 
allele was associated with reduced ALDH1A2 
expression in the brain, salivary glands, and stomach 
(Figure 2A). Additionally, splicing quantitative trait 
loci analysis revealed significant associations between 
rs16939929 and various ALDH1A2 transcripts in 
multiple human tissues (Figure 2B). 

To assess the clinical significance of ALDH1A2 
expression in patients with prostate cancer, we 
analyzed 2,510 prostate cancer samples and 1,004 
normal prostate specimens from 36 public datasets. 
ALDH1A2 expression was significantly lower in 
prostate cancer tissues compared to normal tissues 
(SMD=-0.97, 95% CI=-1.18 to -0.77, P<0.001; Figure 
3A). A pooled analysis of 11 studies revealed that 
higher ALDH1A2 expression was associated with 
better prognosis (HR=0.43, 95% CI=0.28–0.67, 
P<0.001; Figure 3B), indicating that ALDH1A2 may 
play a tumor-suppressive role in prostate cancer 
progression. 

To investigate the biological significance of 
ALDH1A2 in prostate cancer, we identified genes that 
correlated with ALDH1A2 expression in the 

TCGA-PRAD dataset. We found 7,019 genes 
positively and 4,349 genes negatively correlated with 
ALDH1A2, with an FDR of less than 0.01, based on 
Pearson’s correlation. Gene Ontology analysis 
revealed that ALDH1A2-correlated genes were 
involved in cellular components, such as the 
sarcolemma, extracellular matrix, and collagen trimer 
(Figure 4A). These genes also participate in biological 
processes, including extracellular structure 
organization, endothelium development, and 
multicellular organismal signaling (Figure 4B), and 
are associated with molecular functions such as 
extracellular matrix structural constituents, 
extracellular matrix binding, and collagen binding 
(Figure 4C). KEGG pathway enrichment analysis 
showed that genes correlated with ALDH1A2 
expression were primarily associated with the 
regulation of cell adhesion molecules and ribosomal 
translation processes (Figure 4D). 

To validate the role of cell adhesion molecules in 
prostate cancer, we selected genes involved in cell 
matrix adhesion that were co-expressed with 
ALDH1A2. Our results showed that ALDH1A2 
positively correlated with the expression of JAM3, 
NCAM1, and NEGR1 (Figure 5, left). A comparison of 
gene expression levels between prostate cancer and 
normal tissues in the TCGA-PRAD dataset revealed 
significantly lower expression of these cell adhesion 
molecules in prostate cancer (Figure 5, middle). 
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Moreover, the expression levels of these cell adhesion 
molecules were significantly associated with 
improved patient survival, further supporting the 
potential protective role of ALDH1A2 in prostate 
cancer progression through these cell adhesion 
molecules. 

Given the known association between ALDH1 
family members and the tumor immune 
microenvironment, we explored the relationship 
between ALDH1A2 expression and immune cell 
infiltration in prostate cancer. Deep deletion of 
ALDH1A2 was linked to reduced infiltration of B cells, 
CD8+ T cells, macrophages, and dendritic cells (Figure 
6A). Additionally, higher ALDH1A2 expression was 
positively correlated with the infiltration of all 
measured immune cells, including B cells, CD8+ T 
cells, CD4+ T cells, macrophages, neutrophils, and 
dendritic cells, in prostate cancer (Figure 6B). These 
findings suggested that ALDH1A2 plays a crucial role 
in modulating immune cell infiltration in prostate 
cancer. 

Discussion 
In this study, we investigated the relationship 

between genetic variants of the ALDH1 family and the 
risk of BCR in prostate cancer. ALDH1A2 rs16939929 
consistently showed a significant effect on BCR-free 
survival in both discovery and replication cohorts. 
Functional analyses indicated that rs16939929 may 
regulate ALDH1A2 expression, as the G allele was 
associated with reduced ALDH1A2 expression. 

Additionally, ALDH1A2 expression was significantly 
lower in prostate cancer tissues than in normal 
tissues, and higher ALDH1A2 expression correlated 
with better patient prognosis. Gene set and pathway 
enrichment analyses revealed that ALDH1A2-related 
genes were involved in cell adhesion, and that these 
co-expressed cell adhesion molecules were also linked 
to improved survival. Furthermore, higher ALDH1A2 
expression was positively associated with immune 
cell infiltration, suggesting a protective role in 
prostate cancer progression. 

The SNP rs16939929 is located within an intronic 
region that displays enhancer-like chromatin 
modification patterns and influences the binding 
affinity of multiple transcription factors. This suggests 
a potential role for rs16939929 in the regulation of 
ALDH1A2 expression. Our expression quantitative 
trait loci analysis indicated that the risk G allele is 
associated with decreased ALDH1A2 expression in 
various human tissues. However, rs16939929 
demonstrated only a trend toward correlation with 
decreased ALDH1A2 expression in prostate, and was 
even associated with increased expression in certain 
other tissues. The variability of genetic variants and 
their functional impacts across cell types and tissues 
highlights a cellular context-dependent effect [28]. 
This implies that the influence of rs16939929 on 
ALDH1A2 expression and transcription factor binding 
may vary depending on the specific cellular or tissue 
environment. 

 

 
Figure 2. Correlation between rs16939929 genotypes and ALDH1A2 expression in various tissues. (A) Analysis of expression quantitative trait loci, and (B) analysis of splicing 
quantitative trait loci. Triangles indicate a positive effect of rs16939929 on ALDH1A2 expression, while inverted triangles indicate a negative effect. To refine the results, filters 
were applied with x-axis grouping by system, ±1 Mb from the variant to the nearest gene, -log10 P > 1.3, and gene match to ALDH1A2. 
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Figure 3. ALDH1A2 expression levels in prostate cancer. (A) Forest plot showing differential expression of ALDH1A2 between cancerous and normal prostate tissues. (B) Forest 
plot showing the relationship between ALDH1A2 expression and prostate cancer prognosis. SD: standard deviation. SE: standard error. IV: inverse variance. CI: confidence 
interval. Std: standardized. TCGA PRAD: The Cancer Genome Atlas Prostate Adenocarcinoma. df: degrees of freedom. 

 
Although the ALDH1 family plays complex roles 

in cancer biology, ALDH1A2 has been shown to be 
downregulated in several tumor types, including 
prostate cancer, according to TCGA database. In 
epithelial ovarian cancer, ALDH1A2 suppresses signal 
transducer and activator of transcription 3 (STAT3) 
signaling, a pathway known to promote tumor 
proliferation and migration. STAT3 enhances cell 
adhesion by upregulating molecules such as 
E-selectin and P-selectin in endothelial cells, thereby 
facilitating cancer cell invasion and metastasis [29]. In 

cancer immunity, STAT3 activation in 
tumor-associated immune cells promotes the 
production of immunosuppressive cytokines, 
including interleukin (IL)-6 and IL-10, while 
suppressing antitumor cytokines like IL-12 [30]. 
Overexpression of ALDH1A2 significantly diminishes 
STAT3 activation, resulting in reduced cell 
proliferation and migration [31]. In prostate cancer, 
ALDH1A2 is frequently silenced by promoter 
hypermethylation, leading to decreased RA synthesis, 
which is essential for normal cellular differentiation. 
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Restoration of ALDH1A2 expression and RA 
treatment have been shown to inhibit prostate cancer 
cell growth by inducing differentiation and reducing 
proliferation [32]. In this study, we explored the 
clinical significance and function of ALDH1A2 
expression in prostate cancer using bioinformatic and 
functional analyses. A pooled analysis of multiple 
datasets revealed that ALDH1A2 expression was 
lower in prostate tumors and that patients with higher 
ALDH1A2 expression had longer survival times. 
GSEA of the ALDH1A2 co-expression network 
showed enrichment of cell adhesion molecules, such 
as JAM3, NCAM1, and NEGR1. These molecules and 
ALDH1A2 are implicated in tumor suppression 
through cell–cell and cell–matrix interactions. JAM3 
exhibits frequent hypermethylation and concomitant 
downregulation in colorectal cancer. Reduced JAM3 
expression is associated with enhanced tumor cell 
viability and migration. Re-expression of JAM3 
through demethylation strategies results in the 
suppression of tumor cell growth and migration [33]. 
Similarly, NCAM1 is expressed at lower levels in 

bladder cancer cell lines than in normal urothelial 
epithelial cells and its silencing enhances bladder 
cancer cell proliferation [34]. NEGR1, which is 
commonly downregulated in various cancers, inhibits 
the proliferation and anchorage-independent growth 
of SKOV-3 ovarian cancer cells, and its depletion 
promotes migration and invasion [35]. Moreover, 
high ALDH1A2 expression correlates with increased 
infiltration of anticancer immune cells, suggesting 
that ALDH1A2 may exert a tumor-suppressive effect 
in prostate cancer by modulating cell adhesion and 
anticancer immunity. Notably, ALDH1A2 expression 
was significantly reduced in 17 TCGA tumor types, 
including bladder, breast, cervical, colon, esophageal, 
glioblastoma, head and neck, kidney, lung, prostate, 
rectum, stomach, thyroid, and endometrial cancers, 
when compared to adjacent normal tissues (data not 
shown). However, further research is required to fully 
understand the molecular mechanisms by which 
ALDH1A2 influences prostate cancer. 

 

 
 

 
Figure 4. Biological functions of ALDH1A2 in prostate cancer. Gene ontology annotations for (A) cellular components, (B) biological processes, and (C) molecular functions, and 
(D) Kyoto Encyclopedia of Genes and Genomes (KEGG) pathway enrichment analysis of genes associated with ALDH1A2. 
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Figure 5. Validation of cell adhesion molecule genes, including (A) JAM3, (B) NCAM1, and (C) NEGR1, in prostate cancer. The left panel shows a positive correlation between 
ALDH1A2 and the cell adhesion molecule genes in The Cancer Genome Atlas Prostate Adenocarcinoma dataset. The middle panel shows a lower expression of cell adhesion 
genes in prostate cancer samples than in adjacent normal tissues. The right panel shows the association between the expression of cell adhesion genes and progression-free 
survival in patients with prostate cancer. 

 
Although this study provides valuable insights, 

it has several limitations that should be 
acknowledged. The relatively modest sample size 
across our discovery and replication cohorts may 
have constrained our ability to detect significant 
associations, necessitating a cautious interpretation of 
the results. Additionally, the Taiwanese participant 
pool limited the generalizability of our findings to 
other ethnic groups. The absence of detailed clinical 
information from public datasets and target tissues in 
the present study further restricted our analysis and 
mechanistic understanding, highlighting the need for 
additional research to explore the molecular 
mechanisms and validate these findings. 

Through a discovery-replication design, our 
study provides compelling evidence that genetic 
variants in the ALDH1 family, particularly ALDH1A2 
rs16939929 A>G, may serve as promising prognostic 
biomarkers for prostate cancer. Functional studies 
suggest that this variant may influence prostate 
cancer progression through its association with 
ALDH1A2 expression, which is linked to cell adhesion 
pathways. The identification of survival-associated 
loci within ALDH1A2 suggests a broader role in 
disease etiology, offering new insights into 
therapeutic targeting and clinical management. 
However, further large-scale studies and mechanistic 
investigations are essential to validate these findings 
and fully elucidate the underlying mechanisms. 
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Figure 6. Association between ALDH1A2 expression and immune cell infiltration in the prostate cancer microenvironment. (A) Impact of ALDH1A2 copy number variation on 
the infiltration levels of different immune cell types in The Cancer Genome Atlas Prostate Adenocarcinoma dataset. *P < 0.05; **P < 0.01. (B) Correlation between ALDH1A2 
expression and infiltration of B cells, CD8⁺ T cells, CD4⁺ T cells, macrophages, neutrophils, and dendritic cells. 

 

Supplementary Material 
Supplementary tables. 
https://www.jcancer.org/v16p0932s1.pdf 

Acknowledgments 
The authors thank Chao-Shih Chen for data 

analysis, and the National Centre for Genome 
Medicine, Taiwan, for technical support. The results 
published here are based, in part, on data generated 
by the HaploReg, 1000 Genomes, GTEx, and TCGA 
projects. 

Funding 
This work was supported by the National 

Science and Technology Council of Taiwan (grant nos: 

110-2314-B-002-113, 111-2314-B-002-240-MY3, 111- 
2320-B-039-021-MY3, 111-2218-E-037-001, and 
112-2314-B-037-127), the Kaohsiung Medical 
University (grant nos: KMUH109-9R63, KMUH109- 
9R64, KMUH112-2R59, and NHRIKMU-111-I002), 
and the China Medical University (grant nos: 
CMU111-MF-09, CMU112-MF-10, and 
CMU113-MF-11). The funders had no role in study 
design, data collection and analysis, decision to 
publish, or preparation of the manuscript. 

Ethics approval and informed consent 
The study was conducted according to the 

guidelines of the Declaration of Helsinki, and 
approved by the Institutional Review Board of 
Kaohsiung Medical University Hospital 



 Journal of Cancer 2025, Vol. 16 

 
https://www.jcancer.org 

941 

(KMUHIRB-2013132). Written informed consent was 
obtained from all participants involved in the study. 

Author contributions 
Conceptualization and methodology, C.-F.C., 

B.-Y.B., and T.-P.L.; resources and funding 
acquisition, B.-Y.B., L.-C.C., and T.-P.L.; formal 
analysis and investigation, C.-F.C., B.-Y.B., T.-L.L., 
and Y.-T.C; data curation and visualization, T.-L.L., 
L.-C.C., and Y.-T.C. All authors have read and agreed 
to the published version of the manuscript. 

Competing Interests 
The authors have declared that no competing 

interest exists. 

References 
1. Sung H, Ferlay J, Siegel RL, Laversanne M, Soerjomataram I, Jemal A, et al. 

Global Cancer Statistics 2020: GLOBOCAN Estimates of Incidence and 
Mortality Worldwide for 36 Cancers in 185 Countries. CA Cancer J Clin. 2021; 
71: 209-49. 

2. Kattan MW, Wheeler TM, Scardino PT. Postoperative nomogram for disease 
recurrence after radical prostatectomy for prostate cancer. J Clin Oncol. 1999; 
17: 1499-507. 

3. Boorjian SA, Eastham JA, Graefen M, Guillonneau B, Karnes RJ, Moul JW, et 
al. A critical analysis of the long-term impact of radical prostatectomy on 
cancer control and function outcomes. Eur Urol. 2012; 61: 664-75. 

4. Liu JC, Shen WC, Shih TC, Tsai CW, Chang WS, Cho Y, et al. The current 
progress and future prospects of personalized radiogenomic cancer study. 
Biomedicine (Taipei). 2015; 5: 2. 

5. Schumacher FR, Al Olama AA, Berndt SI, Benlloch S, Ahmed M, Saunders EJ, 
et al. Association analyses of more than 140,000 men identify 63 new prostate 
cancer susceptibility loci. Nat Genet. 2018; 50: 928-36. 

6. Marchitti SA, Brocker C, Stagos D, Vasiliou V. Non-P450 aldehyde oxidizing 
enzymes: the aldehyde dehydrogenase superfamily. Expert Opin Drug Metab 
Toxicol. 2008; 4: 697-720. 

7. Yoshida A, Hsu LC, Dave V. Retinal oxidation activity and biological role of 
human cytosolic aldehyde dehydrogenase. Enzyme. 1992; 46: 239-44. 

8. Zanoni M, Bravaccini S, Fabbri F, Arienti C. Emerging Roles of Aldehyde 
Dehydrogenase Isoforms in Anti-cancer Therapy Resistance. Front Med 
(Lausanne). 2022; 9: 795762. 

9. Liu C, Qiang J, Deng Q, Xia J, Deng L, Zhou L, et al. ALDH1A1 Activity in 
Tumor-Initiating Cells Remodels Myeloid-Derived Suppressor Cells to 
Promote Breast Cancer Progression. Cancer Res. 2021; 81: 5919-34. 

10. Gelardi ELM, Colombo G, Picarazzi F, Ferraris DM, Mangione A, Petrarolo G, 
et al. A Selective Competitive Inhibitor of Aldehyde Dehydrogenase 1A3 
Hinders Cancer Cell Growth, Invasiveness and Stemness In Vitro. Cancers 
(Basel). 2021; 13: 356. 

11. Choi JA, Kwon H, Cho H, Chung JY, Hewitt SM, Kim JH. ALDH1A2 Is a 
Candidate Tumor Suppressor Gene in Ovarian Cancer. Cancers (Basel). 2019; 
11: 1553. 

12. Cao D, Meng Y, Li S, Xin J, Ben S, Cheng Y, et al. Association study between 
genetic variants in retinol metabolism pathway genes and prostate cancer risk. 
Cancer Med. 2020; 9: 9462-70. 

13. Zhu G, Liao X, Han C, Liu X, Yu L, Qin W, et al. ALDH1L1 variant rs2276724 
and mRNA expression predict post-operative clinical outcomes and are 
associated with TP53 expression in HBV-related hepatocellular carcinoma. 
Oncol Rep. 2017; 38: 1451-63. 

14. Xia Z, Baumgartner KB, Baumgartner RN, Boone SD, Hines LM, John EM, et 
al. Associations between ALDH1A1 polymorphisms, alcohol consumption, 
and mortality among Hispanic and non-Hispanic white women diagnosed 
with breast cancer: the Breast Cancer Health Disparities Study. Breast Cancer 
Res Treat. 2018; 168: 443-55. 

15. Huang EY, Chang YJ, Huang SP, Lin VC, Yu CC, Huang CY, et al. A common 
regulatory variant in SLC35B4 influences the recurrence and survival of 
prostate cancer. J Cell Mol Med. 2018; 22: 3661-70. 

16. Huang SP, Huang LC, Ting WC, Chen LM, Chang TY, Lu TL, et al. Prognostic 
significance of prostate cancer susceptibility variants on prostate-specific 
antigen recurrence after radical prostatectomy. Cancer Epidemiol Biomarkers 
Prev. 2009; 18: 3068-74. 

17. Freedland SJ, Sutter ME, Dorey F, Aronson WJ. Defining the ideal cutpoint for 
determining PSA recurrence after radical prostatectomy. Prostate-specific 
antigen. Urology. 2003; 61: 365-9. 

18. Huang SP, Levesque E, Guillemette C, Yu CC, Huang CY, Lin VC, et al. 
Genetic variants in microRNAs and microRNA target sites predict 

biochemical recurrence after radical prostatectomy in localized prostate 
cancer. Int J Cancer. 2014; 135: 2661-7. 

19. Genomes Project C, Abecasis GR, Auton A, Brooks LD, DePristo MA, Durbin 
RM, et al. An integrated map of genetic variation from 1,092 human genomes. 
Nature. 2012; 491: 56-65. 

20. Li CY, Huang SP, Chen YT, Wu HE, Cheng WC, Huang CY, et al. TNFRSF13B 
is a potential contributor to prostate cancer. Cancer Cell Int. 2022; 22: 180. 

21. Chang HH, Lee CH, Chen YT, Huang CY, Yu CC, Lin VC, et al. Genetic 
Analysis Reveals the Prognostic Significance of the DNA Mismatch Repair 
Gene MSH2 in Advanced Prostate Cancer. Cancers (Basel). 2022; 14: 223. 

22. Kwong A, Boughton AP, Wang M, VandeHaar P, Boehnke M, Abecasis G, et 
al. FIVEx: an interactive eQTL browser across public datasets. Bioinformatics. 
2022; 38: 559-61. 

23. Ward LD, Kellis M. HaploReg v4: systematic mining of putative causal 
variants, cell types, regulators and target genes for human complex traits and 
disease. Nucleic Acids Res. 2016; 44: D877-81. 

24. Li R, Zhu J, Zhong W-D, Jia Z. PCaDB - a comprehensive and interactive 
database for transcriptomes from prostate cancer population cohorts. bioRxiv. 
2022. doi: 10.1101/2021.06.29.449134. 

25. Park SJ, Yoon BH, Kim SK, Kim SY. GENT2: an updated gene expression 
database for normal and tumor tissues. BMC Med Genomics. 2019; 12: 101. 

26. Vasaikar SV, Straub P, Wang J, Zhang B. LinkedOmics: analyzing multi-omics 
data within and across 32 cancer types. Nucleic Acids Res. 2018; 46: D956-D63. 

27. Li T, Fan J, Wang B, Traugh N, Chen Q, Liu JS, et al. TIMER: A Web Server for 
Comprehensive Analysis of Tumor-Infiltrating Immune Cells. Cancer Res. 
2017; 77: e108-e10. 

28. Richardson TG, Hemani G, Gaunt TR, Relton CL, Davey Smith G. A 
transcriptome-wide Mendelian randomization study to uncover 
tissue-dependent regulatory mechanisms across the human phenome. Nat 
Commun. 2020; 11: 185. 

29. Kim KJ, Kwon SH, Yun JH, Jeong HS, Kim HR, Lee EH, et al. STAT3 activation 
in endothelial cells is important for tumor metastasis via increased cell 
adhesion molecule expression. Oncogene. 2017; 36: 5445-59. 

30. Kortylewski M, Xin H, Kujawski M, Lee H, Liu Y, Harris T, et al. Regulation of 
the IL-23 and IL-12 balance by Stat3 signaling in the tumor microenvironment. 
Cancer Cell. 2009; 15: 114-23. 

31. Wang Y, Shao F, Chen L. ALDH1A2 suppresses epithelial ovarian cancer cell 
proliferation and migration by downregulating STAT3. Onco Targets Ther. 
2018; 11: 599-608. 

32. Kim H, Lapointe J, Kaygusuz G, Ong DE, Li C, van de Rijn M, et al. The 
retinoic acid synthesis gene ALDH1a2 is a candidate tumor suppressor in 
prostate cancer. Cancer Res. 2005; 65: 8118-24. 

33. Zhou D, Tang W, Zhang Y, An HX. JAM3 functions as a novel tumor 
suppressor and is inactivated by DNA methylation in colorectal cancer. 
Cancer Manag Res. 2019; 11: 2457-70. 

34. Zeng X, Su H, Liu Z, Wang Y, Lu Z, Cheng S. Integrative analysis of the 
bladder cancer from a cell cycle NCAM1 perspective at both single cell and 
bulk resolution. Environ Toxicol. 2024. doi: 10.1002/tox.24260. 

35. Kim H, Hwang JS, Lee B, Hong J, Lee S. Newly Identified Cancer-Associated 
Role of Human Neuronal Growth Regulator 1 (NEGR1). J Cancer. 2014; 5: 
598-608. 

 


